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In addition to* this, the accurate local knowledge of the river
possessed by the officers of the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company, who
had all been for more than a year navigating the river between
Mandalay and Rangoon, was of the greatest assistance to the expedi-
tion.

It will be observed from the foregoing preparations for the
campaign that the object of the expedition was a coup to paralyse
national resistance in Upper Burma by the capture of Mandalay and
the deportation of King Thibaw, rather than a regular invasion.
The question of the future of the country had been discussed, but
no definite decision had been arrived at. The coup was eminently
successful. General Prendergast crossed the frontier on 15th Nov-
ember 1885., and on 28th November the King and the city of
Mandalay were in bis power.